
 

November 2021 Post-Election Audit 
Summary 

Purpose 

Election audits are conducted to ensure that election voting tabulators are operating 
accurately and complying with regulations or internal policies, and to promote voter 
confidence in the election administration process. (United States Election Assistance 
Commission) 

Process 

Timeline 

According to Ohio Secretary of State Directive 2019-30, if a recount is conducted, 
the post-election audit shall begin immediately after the board certifies the results 
of the recount. When the Board of Elections certified the results of the November 2, 
2021 General Election on November 22, 2021, it was determined that a recount of 
the Member of Governing Board of Butler County Educational Service Center 
contest was required. The recount was automatically required because the margin 
between the declared winning candidate and the declared losing candidate was less 
than one-half of one percent (0.05%) of the total votes cast in the contest. The 
recount was scheduled to begin on Tuesday, November 30, 2021. The recount was 
completed and then certified on Thursday, December 2, 2021. The post-election 
audit began on Thursday, December 2, 2021, and was certified on Monday, 
December 13, 2021. 

Preparations for the Post-Election Audit 

The official canvass of the election included 49,861 ballots. To meet the five percent 
requirement at least 2,494 ballots had to be included in the audit.  

During the board meeting on December 2, 2021, it was determined that the audit 
would be conducted by tabulator. This means the audit will be conducted by 
counting the votes on individual voting machines. There are five methods a voter in 
Butler County can cast their ballot,  

 in-person at the polls on an electronic voting machine 

 in-person at the polls on a paper ballot 

https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/postelection/Post_Election_Tabulation_Audits.pdf
https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/postelection/Post_Election_Tabulation_Audits.pdf
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 in-person early at the Board of Elections 

 by mail 

 casting a provisional ballot 

Ballots from all five voting methods were included in the audit selection to ensure the election results are 
correct on different types of tabulators.  

The Members of the Board alternated turns randomly pulling tickets from a bin to select tabulators to include 
in the audit. As each ticket was pulled, the ticket number was entered into a spreadsheet to calculate the total 
ballots selected. When the 61st ticket was pulled, 2,566 ballots had been selected which accounted for 5.15% 
of the total votes cast in the election.  

 

The final items to be determined for the audit were the contests to be hand counted. Issue 1 Metro Parks was 
the only countywide contest on the ballot and was included in the audit because it appeared on all ballots. 
Using the official results of the tabulators selected by the Board Members, it was determined that the 
Member of Governing Board of Butler County Educational Service Center contest appeared on the most 
tabulators, followed by the Lakota Local Schools Member of Board of Education contest, these contests were 
included in the audit.  
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After the audit criteria was selected, election officials began to collect all of the paper ballots from the 
selected tabulators to be hand counted.  

Conducting the Hand Count 

Teams of election officials composed of a member of each of the major political parties counted the votes of 
the selected tabulators. Teams slowly review either the paper ballots or the Voter Verified Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) and marked each vote on a tally sheet. When the count was complete for each tabulator, the ballots 
were returned to the appropriate storage area and the tally sheet was given to a separate team for entry into 
an audit spreadsheet to compare the results of the official canvass to the hand count. Two members of the 
public were present to witness the hand count. 

Results 

The results of both the official canvass and the audit (hand count) are listed in the tables below. 

 
Member of Governing Board of Butler County Educational Service Center 

Candidate Name 
Official 

Certification 
Vote Total 

Audit (Hand 
Count) Vote 

Total 
Difference Explanation of difference 

Andrew J. Brossart  481  481  0  

Tawana Lynn Keels  388  388  0  

Andrea  King  393  393  0  

Leslie  Stone  468  468  0  

Edward M Theroux Jr  297  297  0  

Over-voted contest 0  0  0  

Under-voted Contest 1,627  1,627  0   
    

Total Votes 3,654  3,654  0  

 
Lakota Local Schools Member of Board of Education 

Candidate Name 
Official 

Certification 
Vote Total 

Audit (Hand 
Count) Vote 

Total 
Difference Explanation of difference 

Isaac Adi  448  448  0  

Darbi  Boddy  430  430  0  

Kelley  Casper  413  413  0  

Karine Chausse  63  63  0  

Douglas Horton  390  390  0  
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Russ Loges  121  121  0  

Mchael Pearl  388  388  0  

Vanessa  Wells  268  268  0  

Under-voted Contest 336 336 0  

     

Total Votes 2,857  2,857  0  

 

Issue 1 Metro Parks 

Response 
Official 

Certification 
Vote Total 

Audit (Hand 
Count) Vote 

Total 
Difference Explanation of difference 

For the Tax Levy 1 1,715 1,715 0  

Against the Tax Levy 1 818 818 0  

Under-voted Contest 26 26 0  

     

Total Votes 2,559  2,559  0  

 

Historical Results 

Below is a graph providing the accuracy rate of each post-election audit conducted in Butler County beginning 
with the November 4, 2008 Presidential General Election. 
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Conclusion 

Election Officials completed the post-election audit of the November 2, 2021 General election and found no 
discrepancies in the data from the official canvass to the hand count. The results of the audit show the 
accuracy rate to be 100%. 


